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Happy Holidays, everyone! Here’s wishing you a beautiful stress-free holiday filled with family and 
love.  My tips for making it a better holiday: get everyone involved in helping with decorations, 
cooking, wrapping gifts, and other preparations.  Don’t get upset if you don’t get everything done 
perfectly – your family and friends will love it no matter what.  Don’t stress the cleaning (if you turn off 
the lights and just have the tree lights on no one will notice the dog hair and dust bunnies peaking out 
from under the couch).  Give everyone you see a hug or a smile.  It’ll make you both feel better. 
 
As always, thank you all for being the best customers in the world and making this one of our best years 
yet!  Chris, Janet, and I send you all a big hug and smile. 
 
 

Manos por Manos Challenge 
 
And the winner is  . . . . . . . Van Stevens!  Congratulations! Van’s beautiful purple and blue, cabled 
fingerless mitts were made with Manos’ Maxima. 
 
Thank you to all those who participated in this challenge.  If you did not submit a project I hope you 
still took time to discover the Manos yarns and/ or made something cozy for your hands.  This time of 
year especially, I’m never far from a pair of fingerless mitts to keep my hands warm while on the 
computer. 
 
 

NEW! NEW! NEW! 
 
Something new for weaver’s this month.  Make waves in your weaving with Ashford’s new wavy 
shuttles!  These shuttles have multiple curves on both sides that can be used as beaters to add 
movement and interest to your projects.  We’ll have a demonstration at the December Weaving and 
Spinning Group meeting at the Buffalo Library on December 16.   
 
Also, coming soon is a new drop spindle kit from Kromski.  The kit features a beautiful walnut or 
mahogany drop spindle, an ounce of wool, and directions for how to use the drop spindle.  These 
would make an awesome gift for an aspiring spinner! 
 
Now in stock we also have bags of colored fiber to use for needle felting projects as well as a few needle 
felting kits.  Back in stock are the cute faux fur pompoms for hats. 
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December Monthly Special- 
Book Sale – 40% off All Books + Free Gift 

 
For our annual December free gift you will receive an exclusive stitch marker made by Janet Hoxie for 
any purchase over $50.  As an added bonus, this year all books will be 40% off for the month.  This is a 
perfect time to stock up on those books you’ve been eyeing.  Books also make great gifts.    We have 
everything from beginner how-to books to specific topics such as cables, Fair-isle designs, Tunisian 
crochet, Spinning Fiber for knitted projects, Weaving on a rigid heddle loom, and so much more.   
 
 

Weaving and Spinning News 
 
We had a great space to spread out at the UU Fellowship building.  Thanks to Ramona for getting us 
permission to use the building. 
 
This month’s meeting will be December 16 at the Buffalo Library, noon to 4pm.  We will be having our 
potholder exchange.  Bring in one or more potholders (can be done in any media – knit, crochet, 
woven, quilted, etc) and we’ll exchange them.  You will take home as many potholders as you brought 
in.  Also, bring something woven in plain weave and we’ll have a discussion on this type of weave.   
 
January 20: Joyce Gasbarre will host at her house in Buffalo, noon to 4pm.  Directions will be given 
later. 
 
 

Looking forward to . . . 
December classes:  
 
Tunisian Crochet Fingerless Mitts – Sat, Dec 1 
Crocheted Sweater – Fri, Dec 7 
One Skein Cowl – Sat, Dec 8 
Needle Felted Ornaments – Sat, Dec 15 and Fri, Dec 21 
Last minute Tam – Fri, Dec 14 and Sat, Dec 22 
 
Coming in January: 
 
Charity project – muffs for seniors. 
A new type of challenge for the New Year 
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In Consideration of . . . (also known as – Donna’s Soapbox): 
 

Potential, Proportions, and That Darn Math Again 
 

Here’s your dilemma:  You fall in love with a yarn and just gotta buy it.  But there’s only a couple of 
skeins and you don’t know what you’ll make with it.  You buy it anyway and figure you’ll come up with 
something later.  Later arrives and you have this yarn  . . . now what? 
 
Or, on the other hand, you have a pile of partial skeins of the same weight, fiber, etc. in different colors 
and you want to use them up.  Now what? 
 
The first thing is to determine how many yards you have.  With new skeins, you probably still have the 
label so that will tell you how may yards per skein.  Multiply that by the number of skeins you bought 
and you have the total number of yards.  (Calculators are really handy for that). 
 
With the partial skeins, hopefully you will have saved the label so you know how much you started 
with.  Now you just need a scale that will weight the yarn remaining.  A scale that will give you grams 
and ounces is more accurate. (Hint – if you need one -we have one at the store.  Bring your yarn in and 
we’ll let you use it.)  Weigh each skein.  Get out that calculator again and use this formula: X divided by 
Y times Z = number yards.  X is the number of yards (or meters) in the original skein.  Y is the number 
of grams in the original skein.  X divided by Y gives you the number of yards (meters) per gram (A).  Z 
is the number of grams you still have.  A times Z gives you the approximate number of yards you have 
left in that skein.  Add all the skeins together for total number of yards. 
 
Now you just need to know what you can make with that number of yards.  As a general rule of thumb: 
100g of yarn (approximately 130 yards in chunky weight/200 yds in worsted/ 250 yards in dk weight/ 320 
yards in sport weight/ or 400 yards in fingering weight) will be more or less enough for a hat or 
fingerless mitts or socks. You need two or three 100g skeins for a scarf, five to ten 100g skeins for a vest, 
and 10 to 20 100g skeins for a sweater or afghan. You need more yarn for crochet than for knitting or for 
fancy designs like cables. 
 
These are very general guidelines.  So the best thing is to find a pattern that uses approximately the 
same amount of yarn that you have available.  So you have a couple of options  - you can spend all day 
going through your stash of pattern books looking for one that uses the right weight of yarn and the 
right number of yards – or you can go to Ravelry.com and do a pattern search.  I choose option B more 
lately cause it’s a time saver.  Ravelry has an advanced pattern search where you can choose the method 
(knitting or crochet), the weight of yarn, and the number of yards in the pattern and it will give you 
results for all kinds of projects.  Then it’s just a matter of choosing one you like.  Yeah – not as easy as it 
sounds because there’s still probably a few hundred patterns to choose from – but much easier that 
option A.  
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Now you have your yarn and your pattern and you’re all set to start your project.  If you have only one 
color of yarn you’re golden.  Show me the project when you get it finished. 
 
However, what if you have enough yarn for a project but it’s in multiple colors?  You have two choices 
here.  You can go with a random look and work with one color at a time until that runs out and then 
pick up the next color, and so on.  But if you want your project to have a balanced or symmetrical look – 
say with a vest or sweater – or you’re really anal about things - you need to figure out a design using 
your colors.  This is where proportions come in – and yes, that darn math again. 
 
Calculators ready?  Ok, here goes.  As a for instance let’s say you have three colors of yarn.  You first 
need to know the approximate proportion of each color.  To make our example easy, you have a total of 
1000 yards with 500 yards of color A and 250 yards each of colors B and C; so proportionally, you have 
1/2 of your yarn in color A and ¼ each in colors B and C.  So somehow, when you’re creating your color 
design, you need to use color A half the time and colors B and C each a quarter of the time.  Putting it 
another way – for every two rows (or inches or whatever) of color A you will do one row (or inch) each 
of colors B and C.  This doesn’t necessarily mean that you work your colors in that sequence (2-1-1) just 
that your overall design needs to take these proportions into consideration.  You could do color blocks 
and make the bottom half of a sweater in color A and then divide the top half into colors B and C. 
 
The above proportional system works for any type of yarn craft.  With weaving, you need to take into 
consideration both warp and weft yardage but the idea is still the same.  Determine the proportion of 
each color, decide where you want each color to be in the design, and then go for it.  


