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Happy New Year everyone.  We are looking forward to another great crafting year.  And it’s going to 
be a busy one.  We be having classes in weaving and spinning in Feb and Mar and we will also be 
hosting another Yarn Tasting.  The yarn tasting will be on Sunday Mar 3 from 1 to 4pm and will 
feature Berroco’s new summer yarns.  This is a great way to check out new stuff in advance.  This is a 
popular event with a limited number of spaces so sign up early! 
 
In April we’ll be heading over to Rapid City for the Black Hills Fiber Arts Fair.  More to come later 
regarding that event. 
 
Also, this year we will not be doing the New Year’s challenges but will be focusing on other projects.  
We are going to have a series of projects features different ways to use gradient yarns (yarns with long 
color repeats).  We will also be having some TFH exclusive knit-/ crochet- alongs.  We looking at some 
interesting designs so check in at the store and class schedule to see what’s coming up. 
 
 

NEW! NEW! NEW! 
 
We have restocked Berroco’s Comfort yarns in all three weights (worsted, chunky, and DK) and 
Vintage and Vintage Chunky.  We also have new colors of Universal yarn’s Bamboo Bloom.  Coming 
soon are new colors of Sugarbush Yarns Crisp, Bold and Motley.  Look for Shoppelwoll’s fingering 
weight Zauber Flower, also. 
 
New books include The Art of Crocheted Blankets and Gradient Style. 
 

 

January Monthly Special- 
10% off Sugarbush and Skacel Yarns 

 
Sugarbush Yarns is a fairly new company for us and we have a small selection of three of their yarns: 
Crisp is a dk weight and Bold is a worsted weight – both are 100% superwash merino yarns.  Motley is 
a sport weight alpaca blend. 
 
Skacel distributes a number of brands, including Hikoo, Schoppel Wolle, and Zitron.  Hikoo yarns 
include Cobasi, Cobasi DK, Sueno, Caribou, Simplicity, SimplyNatural, Kenzie, Rylie, Rub-a-dub, 
and Simplicria.  Zitron yarns include Hanf Natur and Unisono.  From Schoppel Wolle we have some 
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of our favorite sock yarns including Zauberball, Zauberball Crazy, Zauberball Starke 6, Edition 3, and 
coming soon, Edition 6 and Zauber Flower. 
 
 

Weaving and Spinning News 
 
We had a great time at the December meeting and the potholder exchange was a great success.     
 
January 20: Joyce Gasbarre will host at her house in Buffalo, noon to 4pm.  Directions will be given 
later. 
 
 

Looking forward to . . . 
 
Beginning Weaving Class – Feb 3 and 17 
Beginning Spinning Class – Mar 24 and 31 
Yarn Tasting featuring Berroco’s new summer yarns – Sunday, Mar 3. 
Black Hills Fiber Arts Fair – Friday and Saturday, April 12 and 13. 
Coming in April – knitting muffs for seniors charity project. 
 
 

In Consideration of . . . (also known as – Donna’s Soapbox): 
 

Yarn Substitutions 
 

Last month’s discussion was about finding a pattern to match the yarn you already have.  But what if 
you have a pattern you really, really like and you really, really want to use this particular yarn  - only it’s 
not the same weight the pattern calls for?  There are several options for this situation, but fair warning, 
you’ll still need that calculator and  - you guessed it – you’ll will absolutely need to do a gauge swatch! 
 
Option number 1 is to use the yarn you have as is.  In this instance, you need to knit your swatch with 
several different needle sizes and then determine which fabric feels best to you for this project.  Since 
you already know you don’t have the right weight of yarn, you really don’t need to try to match the 
gauge stated on the pattern.  You need to find the right needle size for the yarn.  Once you’ve 
determined which needle size to use, then you figure out what your gauge is.  The next step is where 
the calculator comes in handy.  You take your gauge (stitches per inch) and then multiply it by the size 
(number of inches) you want the final product to be.   
 
For instance, let’s say you want to make a vest with a finished chest size of 36 inches.  If you get a gauge 
of 6 stitches per inch you need to have 216 stitches around at the chest or 108 stitches for the back and 
108 stitches for the front.  Take your pattern and find the pattern size that has the stitch count nearest 



The Slipped Stitch 
 

The Fiber House  146 Coffeen Ave Sheridan, WY 
307-673-0383 www.thefiberhouse.com  http://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Fiber-House/254634194647593 

your calculation and then follow the pattern for that size (even if you end up following the pattern for 
the x-small or the xxx-large – cause you already know you don’t have their gauge!) 
 
Option 2 is to double strand a yarn to come close to the weight recommended for the pattern. As a very 
general guideline, double stranding a yarn will give you the approximate thickness of the next higher 
yarn weight (double fingering to get sport, double sport to get dk, etc).  This option can be a little 
trickier, because even yarns in the same weight classification have a range of thicknesses.  And also the 
double strand option doesn’t generally work if your trying to use a really thin yarn for a project that calls 
for a much heavier weight. Again, if you want to try this option, a gauge swatch is critical.  Here you 
will be trying to match the gauge the pattern calls for.  And even if you get the pattern’s gauge the 
resulting fabric may not be the best use of the yarn.  If that happens, the next best option is to find 
another pattern! 


