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It’s our anniversary month again.  It’s hard to believe that another year has gone by.  We have the most 
awesome customers in the world and are grateful that you keep us going.  We’re looking forward to 
another great year and have a lot of exciting events planned. 
 

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT  
THE FIRST ANNUAL COWBOY YARN CRAWL  

 
We’re excited to announce our participation in Wyoming’s first annual 
local yarn shop hop.  Dubbed the Cowboy Yarn Crawl, the event will 
begin July 1 and extend through September 30.  There are eight 
participating shops.  Each shop will be giving a unique, special stitch 
marker to yarn crawl participants and if you visit all eight shops you can 
enter to win a grand prize of a basket full of yarn and kits.  Find out 
more at the www.facebook.com/cowboyyarncrawl. 
 
 

Mountain Meadow Wool Mill’s Summer Mini-Trunk Show 
 
In addition to the Cowboy Yarn Crawl you can get another Wyoming fiber fix.  Next time you are in 
the store check out some of the great yarns we have from our own Wyoming wool mill.  Mountain 
Meadow produces some awesome yarns using wool from Wyoming ranches and the yarns are all 
named after Wyoming towns.  We have in stock bulky weight Sheridan (of course), semi-worsted 
Laramie, DK weight Jackson, and fingering weight Green River, as well as the sport weight bison 
blend, Mountain Down.  I just recently finished a pair of socks using Green River and we have a 
crocheted shawl garment sample using the same yarn.  Go to their website at 
mountainmeadowwool.com to learn more about their Legacy Club (new yarn every month – yahoo) 
and their new Mystery Afghan project. 
 
 

June Monthly Special- 
10% off All Cotton Yarns 

 
Just in time for all those summer projects, we have cotton yarns on sale.  Washcloths make a great gift 
and we have perfect cotton yarns for those, including Plymouth’s Fantasy Naturale, Brown Sheep’s 
Cotton Fleece, or Universal’s Bamboo Pop.  If you don’t like wool socks, try Hikoo’s Cobasi, or 
Kraemer Yarns Saucon Sock, both sock weight cotton blends.  Need a summer weight baby blanket? 
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Try the scrumptiously soft Cumulous from Juniper Moon Farms.  For great summer tops we have 
Tahki’s Cotton Classic, Juniper Moon Farm’s Zooey, or Berrco’s Maya , Summer Silk, or Fiore.   
Other terrific cotton yarns include Noro’s Taiyo, Queensland’s Uluru, SMC’s Catania, Ella Rae’s 
Phoenix DK, Katia’s Cotton Merino, and more. 
 
 

NEW! NEW! NEW! 
 
Have you ever tried a hemp yarn?  We have new in stock Fibre Natura’s Java.  Hemp yarn is another 
great yarn to use for washcloths because it acts as a natural exfoliator and resists mildew.  If you like 
crocheted stuffed animals, check out the cute new book Lalylala’s Beetles, Bugs, and Butterflies for 
some fun and educational mini toys.  
 

 
Looking forward to . . . 

 
World Wide Knit In Public Day – Saturday June 9.  Join us for our annual picnic on the front lawn. 
 
MAWS Conference, Big Sky, Montana, June 15 and 16. Ramona, Shelley, and I will be there! 
 
A summer of weaving. We will be having one-day workshops in a variety of weaving techniques 
throughout the summer. June 23 – build an inkle loom.  July – learn inkle weaving.  August – card 
weaving. 
 

 
This Summer’s  Left-overs Challenge 

 
What to do with your leftovers.  Take all your partial skeins from previous projects and make 
something cool with it. As part of this challenge we will have a “Yarn Swap” where you can swap your 
leftovers for someone else’s.  The yarn swap is scheduled for May 19th from 1 to 4 pm.  Then you will 
have all summer to create your outstanding, one-of-a-kind design.  As with last year, bring your item to 
the store at the end of August, we’ll display all the projects for the month of September and everyone 
will get to vote.  Viewer’s Choice winner will be announced on Saturday September 29th and will 
receive a $100 gift certificate. 
 
The following rules will apply: 

1) If you participate in the yarn swap, you must take home the same number of partial skeins 
that you brought in.  (That means I don’t want to have a table full of everyone’s leftovers 
after we’re done cause I have enough of my own at home). You do not have to participate in 
the yarn swap to do the challenge.  Feel free to use your own stash.  

2) All partial skeins in the yarn swap must have the label. 
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3) Your one-of-a-kind creation must use at least partial skeins of two different yarns (i.e. two 
colors, two brands, etc.)  There is no upper limit on the number of partial skeins, but 
minimum is two.  To make this slightly more challenging you may only use partial skeins. 

4) Create anything – scarf, shawl, stuffed animal, mandala, hat, mittens, bag, etc. 
 
Work your magic and see if your project can be this year’s Viewer’s Choice! 
 

 
In Consideration of . . . (also known as – Donna’s Soapbox): 

 
A History Lesson 

 
Ever wondered how old knitting is? Since textiles were made of perishable materials like pant and 
animal fibers, they are rare to find in archaeological sites. The oldest known knitted item is a pair of 
socks from Egypt dating to the 11th century.  Since the socks are of a stranded knitting design with a 
turned heel, it is pretty certain that knitting had already been around for awhile by the time these socks 
were knitted.  A technique call Nalbinding looks very much like knitting but was done with only one 
needle and there is no way to know when two needles began to be used. 
 
Surprisingly, it seems that double pointed needles were the original needles used and the most 
common items knitted were socks, stockings and gloves, knitted in the round.  Circular needles weren’t 
invented until the early 1900s. 
 
The origins of crochet are much murkier and much later than knitting.  The word crochet comes from 
an Old French word meaning “hook”.   A form of French lace-making from the 17th century used a hook 
to create stitches.  The stitches are not the crochet we know but crochet may have evolved from this 
craft.  There is also a connection between French tambour embroidery and crocheting.  The earliest 
references to crochet are from a magazine from 1823 and by the mid 1800s crochet was being produced 
throughout Europe. 
 
What amazes me is that someone somewhere took a stick and some string and instead of going fishing, 
decided to make a bunch of loops in the string and wear it.  Wouldn’t it be cool if there was a time 
machine that we could program to go back and ask that person what made them think of that? 


